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the Grand Duke had no political influence and held no
State position. Like the Empress Dowager, with whom
he was on intimate terms of friendship, he remained a
spectator and watched events as they took place, re-
garding them with a clear insight and often with anxiety
and foreboding. The only reproach that I can bring
against him is for not having risen above his passivity,
and for not having made use of his great talents in more
active and practical service to his country. As I write
, these lines I am still in ignorance of his fate since the
triumph of Bolshevism, and I know not if he has fallen
a victim to the massacres which have taken place recently
in Russia.

This study would not be complete if I omitted mention
of the persons who made up the intimate circle of the
Emperor Nicholas and the Empress Alexandra. Great
political influence has been repeatedly attributed to this
entourage, and it has been said that there existed at Court
a " Potsdam clique," intent upon detaching Nicholas II.
from France and throwing him into the arms of Germany.
This report appeared the more plausible on account of
the Qerman sound of the names borne by the two prin-
cipal members of his suite, Baron Frederick, Minister
of the Imperial House, and Count Benckendorff, Marshal
of the Court. There is no truth in the story; the
Emperor Nicholas, like his brother, was extremely
careful to draw a line of demarkation between his private
life and the domain of politics; none of the people who
belonged to his intimate circle were ever permitted to
give advice upon public matters, which he discussed
only with his Ministers. (He did not vary from this